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Seminar: Cochlear Implants (ASLP 6730.005)  

Department of Audiology and Speech-language Pathology  

University of North Texas  

Fall, 2019 

  

Instructor:       Benjamin Kirby, Ph.D., CCC-A  

Class Time:      M 9:59-11:50 a.m. AUDB 202 

Office Hours:  SPHC 213; by appointment 

Telephone:     (940) 369-7413 

Email:               Benjamin.Kirby@unt.edu  

  

Course Goals  

To provide an overview of the many different issues and areas related to cochlear implants so that future 
speech and hearing clinicians can interact with other professionals on the topic, refer potential candidates 
appropriately, and be aware of resources for additional information.  

Learning Objectives  

The student will be able to: 1) identify potential candidates for cochlear implants, 2) describe the pre- and 
post- operative processes involved in cochlear implantation, 3) have a basic knowledge of cochlear 
implant surgical and mapping procedures, and 4) discuss current issues and research in the highly diverse 
area of cochlear implants.   

Required Textbook 

Wolfe, J. (2020).  Cochlear Implants: Audiologic Management and Considerations for Implantable 
Hearing Devices. 1st Edition. San Diego, CA: Plural Publishing  

Course Topics and Schedule (subject to change at instructor’s discretion) 

DATE TOPIC & ASSIGNMENTS READING 

Aug 26 Overview of Syllabus, Introduction to Cochlear Implants  

Sept 2 Labor Day; No Class  

Sept 9 History of Cochlear Implants Wolfe, CH1 

Sept 16 CI Candidacy Wolfe, CH5, CH6 

Sept 23 CI Outcomes Wolfe, CH21, CH22 

Sep 30 Overview of CI Technology and Surgery Wolfe, CH7, CH12, CH13 

Oct 7 Basics of CI Processing and Programming Wolfe, CH8 
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Oct 14 MIDTERM (in class); Other Programming considerations…  

Oct 21 Cochlear Processing Strategies and Devices Wolfe, CH10 

Oct 28 
Advanced Bionics Devices and Programming 

Wolfe, CH9 

Nov 4  

Nov 11 MED-EL Devices and Programming Wolfe, CH11 

Nov 18 Objective Measures and Implant Failures Wolfe, CH18 

Nov 25 Other Implantable Auditory Devices Wolfe, CH24, CH25, 
CH26 

Dec 4 Review  

Dec 7-11 FINAL TBD  

Assignments and Grading  

Assignments and Quizzes (20%): Quizzes will be administered online. Assignments will include hands-on 
experiences with cochlear implant programming interfaces, etc. 

Exams (80%): A Midterm and Final exam, each worth 40% of your total course grade. Exams will cover 
course material and will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions. 

UNT Policies 
Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences  
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students 
engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, 
forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic 
penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University.  
 
ADA Accommodation Statement  
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may 
request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as 
early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a 
new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.   
 

Emergency Notification & Procedures 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of 
an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 
chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for 
contingency plans for covering course materials. 


